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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


THe Aina-i-Aib-N umd-t-Hind, of the 6th April, conte 
the prevalence of thefts in a of which the — 


are quoted as instances :— 


- (a) In Mouzah Teeplah sdiale valued at Rs. 2 000 was 
stolen from the house of a jagheerdar. 


(6) A ‘theft has been committed in Mouzah Serum, ‘the 
amount of loss being Rs. 1,000. . bop 


 & Another case. happened at the house of Pundit Bat. 
‘mokund, in Mustafabad, in which Rs. 2,000 worth of proper- 
ty was carried, away. Revoral cases of burglar y have also 
happened. : : 


The editor remarks that tact wai skill o on the part of the 
‘police are necessary in order to trace the thefts, and. that 
enquiries conducted in a perfunctory me are not o aay 
prove successful. ee ea 


: The Mérnoby Sie of the 8th April, in to the applic 
cation of the Jam of Nowanugur to the Bombay Government, 
asking permigsion to, make his son by his Musalmay wife hig 
heir-apparent in the absence of a Hindoo heir 7 which ag 
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been referred to the Supreme Government for orders. The 
editor hopes that the Supreme Government will not suffer the 
purity of the dynasty to be debased by the admission of an 
heir of a different religion, and will reject the application. . 


The Akhbdr-i-Alam, of the 11th April, has an article on 
the institution of suits in the Civil Court in formé ‘pauperis. 
It is remarked that, under the existing arran gements, persons 
who are allowed this indulgence ure only nominally freed -from 
costs, inasmuch as with the exception of stamp. ‘duties for 
the petition of plaint, all other kinds ‘of expenses, such as 
diet allowance to witnesses, fees to pléaders, stamp-fees for 
power-of-attorney, &c., have to be incurred by them. The 
writer is of opinion that persons who, on the score of poverty, 
are permitted to sue in forma pauperis should be exempted 
from all kinds of costs, and that all such suits should be con- 
ducted by the Government pleader without any remuneration, 
the power-of-attorney being written on a plain paper. — 


In connection with this subject, the writer ‘also takes 
exception to the strict way in which enquiries are made by 
‘the Court before admitting an application to sne‘in: formé 
pauperis, which prevents many persons frorn availing them- 
selves of the privilege. The. writer fails to see way there 
should be much difficulty in ascertaining a man’s poverty. 
If he possesses no property, movable or immovable, and has 


no source of income, it is a clear proof of his being entitled 
to sue in formd pauperis. 


he Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 19th Andi, advises 
pa chiefs and princes of the Native States in India to estab- 
lish a system of friendly intercourse and union ‘so as to render 
mutual assistance, and give the benefit of their counsel one 
to another in matters connected ‘with political: ‘administration, 
as well as in State exigencies or difficulties. ° The writer dwells 
at some length on the benefits which ‘mi ight ‘be derived by this 
system, showing that unioli is strength, and thatthe honour and 
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reputation of aA community cannot be preserved until all the 
individuals composing it unite themselves in the common 
cause, and take an interest in the welfare of one another, 


It is.to be regretted-that one chief should see a brother chief 


pursue a bad course of misgovernment in his State, so as to 
make an interference on. the part of .Government necessary, 


without showing any active sympathy for him and giving him 
the benefit of advice and counsel. “| 


The Punjébs Akhbar, of the 13th April, reviews the objec- 
tion started by the Akhbdr-t-Anjuman-{-Punjdb as to the un- 


suitableness of the titles of Khan Bahadur and Rai Bahadur to 


all persons indiscriminately, and the remark that in conferring 
titles care should be taken by Government to choose such as 
may become those who are considered worthy of the honour, 
both with regard to their rank and position in life and the 
kind of services for which they are meant to be a reward. 
( Vide pp. 169-70 of the Selections for the week ending 3rd April 
last), The Punjdb{ agrees with its contemporary in the sug- 
gestion, but thinks it necessary that the phrases Khan Bahadur 
and Rat Bahadur should likewise be affixed to the titles 
chosen on the above principle ; for instance, a nobleman 
named, say, Moulvie Hyder Hossein should be styled Amir- 
ul-Umardé (Mumtaz-ood-Daula, Sharaf-ood-Daula, or Fakhr- 
ool-Umdra) Khan Bahadur. Titles in this form will be 
esteemed more highly by the Natives than the bare title of 


Khan Bahadur now conferred indiscriminate! y on persons of 
all ranks. | 


The writer would also recommend that, besides the con- 
ferment of a title, some jagheer or other endowment should 
also be assigned to persons who may distinguish themselves 
inany way. This practice was common in the time of the 
ancient sovereigns of India, and obtains in England, and it 
should likewise be observed in case of the natives of India 
The effect would be to make the grantees more loyal and 
Zealous in the cause of Government. 
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The same “paper states that the consetvancy of ° nis iteur, 
instead of being intrusted to a. ‘contractor as heretofore, has 
this year been taken by Government under its own manage- 
‘ment. Under this arrangement an establishment, consisting 
of one Superintendent on Rs. 80°per men sem, one Jem adar oh 
Rs. 25, and 12 Mohurrirs on Rs. 10 each, has been engaged, 
the number of sweepers and bhisteés rem aining the sanie as 
before. The writer does not see any advantage to be gained 
by so many mohurrirs, and considers the Superintendent’s pay 
too high. He. would recommend. the employment of some 
peons to superintend the bhiatees and sweepers. — 


“The Atna-i- Aib-Numé-i- H ind, of the same dato, finds faiilt 
with the procedure of the criminal courts in the trial of cases 
of thefts: The prohibition against the usé of arnis has rendered 
the peoplé altogether defenceless, and the criminal law does 


not allow them to oppose a ‘thief, even if me should -_ viblewk 
chands on them, © 


“The Lattf-ul-Akhbdr, of the same date, in ite olan of 
boail news, reports that a kidnapper at Lahore is in the habit 
of stealing away young girls every sécond or third day. On 
the 12th April, a girl was carried away by him from ‘an Euro- 


pean compound. The editor calls upon the police to make 


The Amie l-Akhbar, of the 15th April, jan attention to 
the daring robberies committed by the people of Rampura—a 
village belonging to Thanah Chhapra (Sheikhawatee), which is 
partly subject to the government of Jeypore, and partly to 
the state of Bikaneer. It is stated that the people of the 
village, both male and female, as well as the Thakoors, their 
leaders, are notorious dacoits. They commit depredations both 
in the British territory bordering on their village as well as in 
Dadree and Kanood in the dominions of the Maharaja ‘of 
Puttiala and Jheend, so much so that’ traces of thefts are 
daily to be seen in their Village. But: neither the English 

Government nor. the native ‘States can lawfully interfere 
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on account of the village being sitnate out of theit juris 
diction, and the result is that, though stolen property is often 
discovered in the village, the inhabitants ref use to restore it t6 
is owner. Aninstance of this has recently occurred. On the 
Qnd April, a famous robber of Rampura named Boojuh—a 
Jat—stole away a camel from a house situated in Dharwan, 
neat Keroo in Hissar, and, notwithstandindg that the Police 
Inspector of Keroo proceeded with a body of troops to the vil- 
lage, and:after tracing the theft, found the camel in the robber’s 
house, Thakoor Sunder Singh refused to deliver up the thief or 
the property, and, on the thannahdar insisting that the property 
should be restored to its owner, the Thakoor’s party rose up in 
arms, and after attacking the policemen, kept them in custody 
for two or three days, and then. took them to the thannahdar 
of Chhapra, who reproved the thannahdar of Keroo for his con- 
duct in the affair, telling him that thefts of the kind were of 
common occurrence, and that he was wrong in opposing the 
robbers. The writer concludes by expressin g his regret that 


the Durbar of Jeypore should pay 1 no attenti on to the state 
of things 3 in. Sheikhawatee. , 


‘The Sieatidh of the same date, in its column of local 
news , writes that a respectable pleader recently applied to the 
Deputy Commissioner of Lucknow to have the record of a 
case shown him, and that the application was refused with the 
remark that, according to rule, eight annas per hour should be 
paid for inspecting records ; and that, therefore, the applicant’s 
request could not be granted except on these terms. The writer 
takes: sbeplion to the order, and remarks that to obtain | a 
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ers, who 80. Satan stand in need Fe examining g such papers, 
ought to have more indulgence g given them. | It is for this reason 
that ‘the J udicial ‘Commissioner of O adh has, ‘at the’ request ‘of 
some pleaders, issued a special circular to the effect ‘that copies 
of all documents connected with a ‘mis! should be given te pleaders 
on an application on plain ‘paper, laying dowa at the same time 
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the rates at which a perusal of the documents can be allowed to 
ordinary persons. The editor thinks that if a similar ruling 
were to be enforced in all public offices, the difficulties now 
experienced in obtaining copies of p ublic documents or procur- 
ing a perusal of them would be removed. 


- The same paper states, on the authority of the hadines 
Times, that a gentleman recently sent some currency notes to 
the Agent to the Bank of Bengal at Lucknow to cash, and that 
the Agent, in pursuance of a new order, refused to comply: with 
the request, and forwarded the currency notes to the Treasury 
Officer. The gentleman asked the Treasury Officer the reason 
of the refusal, when he was told that in conséquence of a large. 
number of currency notes having collected in the bank, and 
the deficiency ef cash, the payment of money in exchange for 
currency notes had been prohibited for a short time. The 
editor remarks that, notwithstanding the soundness of the. 
argument, the order has caused much alarm among the people. 
Currency notes are regarded as ready money, and ought to be 
cashed at all times. If, for any reason, the payment of cash is 
delayed, notes will fall into discredit, people will hesitate to 
take them, and especially so the people of a province such as 
Oudh, who, through inexperience, prefer cash to paper-money. 
The attention of the authorities should be mews to the conse~- 
quences of the policy in question. 


A correspondent of the Pattiala Akhbér, of the ‘ game date, 
writing from Malier Kotla, states that, on the 4th April, the 
officers of the State passed an order prohibiting the exportation 
of provisions of all kinds, including sarson and oil. According 
to the correspondent, both the inhabitants of the State, and the 
merchants of foreign places, are much dissatisfied with the 
order. The editor of the Pattiala Akhbér fails to see the pro- 
priety of adopting a policy which is injurious both to the 


interests of the people of the State and the prospects of trade, and 
would ask the officers to cancel the order. __ 


e ‘The Ney-ul-Absdr, of the same date, publishes the proceed- 
_ ings ofa meeting of the Azimgurh Debating Club, held on the 
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13th April. The subjects ‘discussed were the benefits and evils 
resulting from the tour of Government officers through theit 
districts. Five’ essays were read, after which the discussion 

proceeded. The conclusion was, that while the periodical visits 
of officers through districts produce useful results, inasmuch 
as they bring them into a close acquaintance with the state of 
the places and the people under their control, their ways of 
living, the state of cultivation y &., and enable them to have 
an insight into matters which cannot be clearly understood 
without local know ledge, they are extremely distressing to the 
people in consequence of the oppressions and extortions prac- 
tised on them in collecting rations for the officers and their 
establishment, -In order to remove the grievance, one of two 
courses should be adopted, viz., contractors should be posted 
at each encamping ground, who should undertake to supply 
rations, &ic., to the officers, or the system of collecting rations, 
and supplying them to the officers should be entirely discon- 
tinued, and the latter should be left to provide themselves with 
‘Mecessaries in the same way as common people do. 


The latter course is preferred as being better and safer; and 
it is remarked that, so long as ‘full price is given for the 
articles supplied, allowance (say one anna per rupee or more) 
ieee made for the cost and trouble incurred in carrying 


them from a distance to the encamping-ground, no difficulty 


would be experienced i in procuring them. 


The Almorah Akhbar, of the same date, condemns the ares 
posal of:the Commissioner of Rohilkhund that, as a punishment 


for the disturbance which took place at Moradabad during the. 


recent Mohurrum, a fine of Rs. 2,000 should be imposed on 
the inhabitants, to be spent in the maintenance of. additional 
police. “The writer fails to see the justice of inflicting punish> 


ment on the people of the whole city for the fault of a few, and 
is of opinion that those concerned i in the crime rind should be 


punished. a: 7 rie 


‘The Khair Khwah-i-Pun job, of the 16th “April recommends 
that the system of retrying cases in conjunction with another 
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Judicial Officer, on submission of a formal satinaiton by any 
of the parties for a review of judgment, which obtains in-Small 
Cause Courts, should be introduced into all other oN and 
remarks on the benefits to be derived by it. , 


~The Almal-ul- Akhbar, of the 17th April, in ‘its column 
of local news, repeats complaints of the prevalence of thefts 
and ‘robberies in the city (Delhi). Two daring cases have 
recently happened. In ote of these, which happened on the 
14th April, six or seven pensioners, ‘residents of Paneeput and 
Soneeput, who came to Delhi to- receive their pensions, were 
attacked by a band of dacoits- while on their way horiie ata 
distance of four kos from the city, belaboured with clubs, and 
robbed of all their money and property, worth Rs. 600. Three 
of the pensioners, who received severe wounds, have_been 
brought into the hospital. Inquiries are being made. © 


. The other case took place in Dhurmpura. | ‘Thieves got into 
the house of a Saraogee Bunniah, by means ofa scaling ladder, 
and, in consequence of the owner happening. to be absent, 

robbed the house and carried away a large amount of property. 


~ The Benares Akhbar, of the 18th April, in its: column of 
local news, complains that the Brahmans, who earn their sub+ 
sistence by serving at the ghats of the Ganges, let then to‘other 
persons ‘as if they were their own property, and that the 
authorities, without considering the legality of the transaction, 
or making enquiries as to. whether any shrines are situated at 
‘them, allow the sale to be valid, register the:deed of | sale, and 
decree or dismiss cases accordingly, The editor objects to the 
proceeding, and remarks that places such as ghate, temples, 
mosques, tanks, and the like, devoted to religiqus or charit- 
able purposes, cannot lawfully be the property of any par- 
ticular individual, and that,. therefore, no one has:a right to 
ecll or transfer thom. He adds, that according. to, the ‘law; 
Government is bound in default of guardians, as well as in 
case of. the. guardians being poor, to, repair such buildings ab 
its own cost ; but so fax from doing this, it allows them, to be, 
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sold by one man to another, without calling in question the 
legality of the act. 


In connection with the above co omplaint, the writer cen- 
sures the conduct of Government in pulling down shrines or 
mosques in order to make roads. He asks if, in case of a 
church intervening Government would not spare it. 


The same paper states that the brother of Tantya Topee—a 
famous Mahratta rebel who took refuge in Nepaul, having 
cheated the widowed Ranis of Nanha Raoand Bajee Rao Peshwa 
_ out of their jewels worth hundreds of thousands of rupees—has 
at last}been turned outof the dominions of Nepaul by Sir Jung 
Bahadur. Since his expulsion he is said to have passed through 
Benares and other places , and, after receiving back his valuables 
from the mahajuns with whom they had been deposited, to have 
gone to Bithoor. The editor thinks Government ought to 
confiscate the rebel’s lands and property. 


The same. paper states that scarcity of water is much felt 
this year in Thannah (Bombay). The municipal committee is 


asked. to take steps.to build a tank or Introduce a canal inte 
the town. 


The Allygurh 1 Institute Gazette, of the 19th April, finds 
fault with officers of courts for their treatment of pleaders 
and mookhtars, ly and dwells on the consequences of this. It 
is remarked that the officers treat pleaders and mookhtars with 
great severity and disrespect, and sometimes go so far as to 
push them aside and quarrel with them—a course which is not 
only ; at variance’ with the law, but defeats the object contem- 
plated by Govérnment in ‘permitting advocates to conduct 
cases on behalf of the people, while it discourages them from. 
advocatin; ig the cause of their clients. 


A correspondent of the Punjébi-Akbhér, of the 2 Oth April, 
compliina that, while the Lock Hospital Act has been enforced 
in all cities, and has proved useful i in reducing the number of 
prostitutes by compelling most of them either to quit cities 
of $0 enter into marriage, it has not been put into effect in 
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Lahore and Umritsur, the result of which i is that both cities 

abound with prostitutes so much so that even. the. _prineipal 
bazaars, such as Motee Bazaar, Kashmeree Bazaar, Heera 
Muidee, Shah Alamee Durwaza, ’ Lahoree Durwaza, and others, 
are full of them. The writer is ata loss to understand why 
these cities should be exceptions to the rule, and argues that, 
if this is because’of the operation of the Act being confined to 
places situated near cantonments, the reasoning does not hold 
good ; for while Umritsur is close ‘to ‘the Govind gurh fort, and 
only three miles distant from the cantonment in Lahore, besides 
the fort there are Meean Meer and Anarkulee,’ which | are 
largely inhabited by European soldiers, En glishmen , Eurasians, 
ind Native Christians. But, supposing it were otherwise, the 
question would arise as to why regard should be had only to the 


health of European — while - health of Natives is not 
cared for. 


The writer goes on to quote an order invasd by the Oom- 
missioner of “Lahore on the 27th May, 1858, with the object 
of checking the abuse in question, and regrets that it should 
not have been carried out. He hopes that the Commissioner, 


the Deputy Commissioner, and their subordinate officers, will 
sée that fall effect is given to the order. 


~The editor of the ‘Paty dbi- Akbhér backs ‘the itatoment of 


authorities should be invited to the abuses pointed. out. 


‘The Muir Gasette, of the same date, states that Mahommed 
Ali Shah, a gentleman of Sirdhana by has for some time past been 
in the habit of digging earth from the tank in Kerana (Moe 
zuffernuggur) i in order to make bricks to be used in buildi: 
house for himself, Already such large quantities of earth have 
been dug out that several lakhs of bricks have been made. 


“The writer obj ects to this practice qn the following grounds:— 


(a). In consequence of. the, large. number ‘of .templea aud 


shxines bordering: the. tank, | it. ig regards a8 & eine 7 
by the Hindoos. : 


( of ) 


(5) Because iti is designed exclusively for the Hindoos, 
‘Mahomedans | having no more right | to appropriate it to their 
use than Hindsos have to appropriate a mosque. 


(c) By digging out earth the tank will become. deep, and 
bathers in it may be exposed to the danger of being drowned. 


(a) Mohammed Ali Shah, being a resident of ny has 


no right to dig earth from the tank. 


The. writer invites the attention of the district authorities 


to the matter, and liopes they will do justice to the —Hindoos 
by calling for an explanation from Mohammed Ali Shah, and 
making him pay to the Hindoo priests of the temples situated at 
the tank the price of the bricks made out of the earth dug 
from it. ) 


The Koh-i-N ir, of the same e date, learns Pci a correspond- 
ent at Kangra, that the corn-fields at Palumpore have been 
greatly injured by hailstorms. In three villages rice stores 
have been entirely ruined. In consequence of this the price 
of grain is rising. oe | 
COMMERCIAL. 


The Mirsteoh; of the 15th-April, complains that , the times 


fixed by. the Oudh and Rohilkhurid Railway Company for the 
starting of trains are Inconvenient to passengers, as they have 
to travel in-exeessive heat. . The writer particularly-refers to 


the times at which the trains start from the Oharbagh Station: 


that for Sundeela leaving at 2 p. m., and that for’ Nawabgun) 
at 3 p.m., and would recommend a change in the time-table 
until the close of the. hot weather, in order that passengers 
may not have to suffer from the heat: and hot winds. 


The Koh-i-Nir, of the 20th April, gives an account of the 
religious fair held at Hurdwar on the 11th April, and comments 
on its usef ulness in promoting commerce. 


The fair is attended by lage numbers of pil grims and mer- 
chants from the different parts of India, and goods and cattle 
of all kinds are brought there, which command extensive sale. 
The writer attributes much of thesuccess of the fair to the 
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facilities afforded by railway for travelling, but thinks it a great 

pity that notwithstanding that the Punjab and East India Rail- 
| way Companies derive much profit from the fair, no attention is 
paid by them to the comfort and convenience of the pilgrims. 
In consequence of the small number of carriages attached to the 
train, each of them is so overcrowded with pilgrims that there 
is fear of an epidemic breaking out. Besides this, the {third- 
class carriages are not provided with lights, on account of 
which thefts are of frequent occurrence. At the Saharun- 


pore station particularly the greatest incovenience has to be 
‘undergone. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette of the 12th April, 
writing from Deobund (Saharunpore), states that a merchant 
is in the habit of frequenting the villages there with a large 
number of camels and carts laden with English cloth, and 
selling it to the inhabitants absolutely on credit, without 
having any acquaintance with them or requiring them to 


furnish a security. All he does is to take down the name, 
parentage, and place of resdence of the purchasers, and agrees 


to take the money in the month of Jyestha (May-J une). 
These liberal terms have induced villagers, who are apt to look 


upon what they can get on credit as if it were obtained gratis, 
‘to make large purchases. It is remarkable that the merchant 


is careful not to sell his things in towns. The Inspector 
of Police has made a report on the subject to the District 
Superintendent of Police. The correspondent thinks it strange 
that a foreign merchant should sell his goods on credit to people 


from whom it is most difficult to get money, and is of opinion 
that an inquiry should be mane into the matter. 
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